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“according to information received from some recently errived / prior to Dec 53_7 ’

. refugees from Poland, two kinds of travel are now most popular there: railway and
Y bus, In contrast to pre World Wer II conditions bus communications in -inter-town
_ The state-owned PKS--autobus net--embraces The

gonnel,

eneral railway cashier offices. In ‘
) fices are: operated for military per-
These ticket offices have mainiy female attenderts. Tickets can also be

bought on railwey treins; in such a cese the traveller must pay an additional six
zlotys., On the other hand, it is possible to pay en route for price differentlals
when deciding to make a longer trip or pay fast-train extra dues.

"Ticket sellers at railway stations wear, as & rule, civilian clothing. Only in
small places, where the 'station-commander' is also the ticket seller, do they

usually wear railway uniform. In 1953, ell railway personnel in Poland were-out-

fitted with new uniforms, in a dark-gray cloth with high collars and long trousers.

To the edge of the collar and on the round cap with its dark-red ribbon (the squere-
:shaped cap disappeared completely) are Ffastened the railway insignia and golden squares,

in number defining the rank. The caps are trimmed with e silver cord.. The insignia u
erc mounted on red squares fastened to the collar tabs. -

"Some categories of travellers are entitled to preferential price treatment: railway
personnel and their dependents, laborers using the workers' trains, schoolchildren,
militie and UB functionaries, mililtary personnel and people travelling on the sponsor-

ed furlough-system (wczasy). Price reductiéns renge from 0% to 30%. Railwey per- . ./ |

/

sonnel and thelr dependents are also entitled <*o a limited number of free 1ai1way

tickets.

"PKS autobus tickets are on sale in autobus stations, located in almost all towns.
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‘a'bus in the center of the road end meke & check,

v,_“croduc'éd Oy SINCE 9JY. DCIUlT, O the country 11 nes, Dakota transnort-planes : £y

-YA traveller in Poland cen also 'thumb a ride', The regular transport trucks
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that can be bought for a few dozen zlotys. In these 'necessaires most passengers
also cgrry drinks, Alcoholic beverages, apart from beer, are not sold on trains
or at stztion buffets, WNeecrly everybody 1s equipped with the so-celled cwiartka .
for 21.zlotys. SHometimes better schneps cen be seen; for example, cherry for

32 zlotys @ querter, or Krakowianka-{8leo a cherry) or Fomaranczowks (orenge
schneps) or likler Lubuski vhich is soid in half-liter stone bottles, Wine is. rarely =
seen, If a passenger 1s observed with wine, he is almost certain to be a re-

patriate from France, Those ﬁéople prefer --in line with habits adopted in Frenceim
to. drink wine 1nstead of heavy and haru liquors, ,Popular homemade wine 1s for sale

at 13 to 35 zlotys ner liter, o . 3

"Besides the people carrying food trayu, other salesmen frequently g0 through the
trelns., Communist newspapers ~nd beoks are offered. by specisl messengers of the
Ruch state~owned distribution organiszation, reople ere very willing to buy these
newspapers and books, Commindst of c@prse, they sre the cheapest reading matter

-~ behind the Iron Curtain. 4his reading also detains them from talking to their

travelling companions, People in a compartment rarely talk. There is always the
possibility of someone in the crowd being an informer or agent,

"Third class compertments are alwe ys Jjenmed. on the trains, Only e few categories
of ‘pasgengers enjoy special privileges, On all through trains there are special = -
compartments for mothers with infanis. - These compartments are slso open to -

. pregnant women. Tor invalids end old people there sre sometimes special reserved

seats (dvo such seats are ordinerily reserved on theﬁggs bus aystem) Othervise
it is first come, first served, This rule applies on rallwey plé%forms. or
course, in sccond-clmss compartuents on imternatiomsd troins behind the Iron
Curtaln es well es in first-class everybody £inds a seat “fut these clusses are
far too engive for the man on the street and are ccxuwjnWy reserved for people
travelling on.duty or as guests of the bovurnmcnt

"Sometimes there are special arrqngcmenus Tor fares A persor who travels on a
PKS autobus'LroouentlJ on the same route -nd beconeu friendly with the conductornmy o

ceed after a whiletl travellingvithout a ticket, In such case the mone

nctionarjes are: txavelling

Everybody without & ticket
must leave the autobus and of course the conductor is meking his 1ast*ﬁrip. In-
spections on rallwey trains are less Freyuently. It is quite an exceytion for
a special inspector %o apn»or on & tTQin*

Alr Travel ) : . - .

"It is quite unususzl to travel by air now in olend., Of the / Polish / rcfugees

nov in Berlin, | lonly one ever used this means of tremspor= =
tation, - normel pagsenger eir tickets have been in-

were 'in use without eny civilian “travel-arrangement, - During winter time such’ o
trevel wes very uncomfortsble with no heating at all. Air tickets cen be Qbﬁa LT

& now'in all Orbis travel offices. Passengers are taken row by the 11t air Iine from SSI

the clty to the airport {no. special fee cherged for this transportatlon) Two-motar-
engines only ere in usc on the Lot line inside Poland, No food is served on the
internal routes. Wo special document-checking iz required. HMost of the passenger
according to-this refugee, seemed to be travelling on businesa. 2

o) ine

that belong to the FK8 enterprise or to Hartwlg pick up hitch hikers from time

to time. The cherge for such a2 journey is much cheaper then,on conventionsl trans-
port. Usually the drivers charge half the price of o regular PKS rate, Such an
arrangenent ig naturally o privote deal ™
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from the bus conductor on the autobus ltself. PKS
Vil

] Fomen ) jforms similer to those of railway employees, Yhe
ence is thet bhelr uniform has s so-called oblong scarf-neck, showing

Otherwise, 1
personnel

only dif
& black tie,

"1y pone of the reilway cash ticket offices or the eutobus ticket stations does a
werson have to-produce an identity card. Tickets--even to the so-called restricted

zresg--can ba ba@ghtwithout the need to submit & trevel permit. Checking of personal
documents is Left to the specisl functionaries of the MO or WOP in the frontier belt.

Railway Travel

anver urchase of e reil tickel a pes ger teoches the pletlorm through a ticket
check point: as all over Turope except Hwit rland., But here zlso there is no
‘La

e

-redentials., £ good muiber of jecnle ere just asccorpanying the travellers
form tickets. ‘lhese platiorm T
stations Tor everybody who w
1etion. The times when rail

checking
and ce:

ets have been introduced at practically
ts to met Lo the platform or to use

[

stetions were beleaguared by mere
t. Mow only the ticket halls open from the street. o reach
other noints of a staticn o nerson mist po through the checking vens. This
resulation was introduced in 1951-1952, One purpose ves to x111 black wmerket
most of which vere oversted in stations.

E
tei

although crowds of Lol peered Crom the stations there arve still

nlenty of people, for ofie restouranis are the only places open ror

long hours. Also in many towns they ere the only public installation hested dur

winter. It is worthwhile to pzy one zloty Jor & tform ticket to reach a werm place.

“ hes even becowe @ custom of maby functionsries joing on travel duty o gpend their
railvey stations, s they are equipped with travel orders they cznnot be

ested by checking MO patrols. “hile sitting in = stetion res rant or welting

room they are saving money. A4 functionary pays .15 zlotys to spend the.night in a hotel;

that 1s enough for a dinner and & beer in a station restaurant, ‘he acutual per diem

fund allowance stays untouched. ) :

"he majority of all passengers buy‘ﬁhird-cla;E/ficket5’for‘slow trains. . The Gifférence

in price between a slow traln end an éxpress is epproximately horh,  Bince the new
pricé veise in Jan 53 travel has become too expensive on express trains. A few ex-
amples of ticketprices follow: '

(2}

around 100 wlotys,

) 4
s, wlotys, Zrd c

"irgvel on these slow trel The comfortlable, restiul
large “ullman cers have be slow-trein traffic. “n
: o v service

ort distences guite o
i 1 windovs,

ivom time to

Uy eTOUNG Some Tl : od run high.

of spur B SRANN Ao R vl sy b ;s in town

jrlssecie)

ane’

populer
cost up
ledther or canvas

talen elons in
of the bricica

Csuch purnoge. 7
siobys. "Amerykanat,
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